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unanimously a week later—that is as 
bipartisan as you can get—and it 
passed the House 2 weeks later, and 
there were only 37 House Members out 
of 435 opposing it. One more week later 
it was signed into law. That is how 
laws get done and make a difference. 

During my tenure as the chairman of 
the HELP committee we were able to 
move 27 bills to enactment that way. 
In total we reported 35 bills out of com-
mittee and of those 35, 25 passed the 
Senate. We ran out of time on the oth-
ers or we would have gotten those, too. 
That is the kind of cooperation and ac-
complishment Americans are demand-
ing, especially on an issue as important 
and timely as workplace safety. Every 
day, thousands of Americans go to 
work in the energy production indus-
try. The work they do benefits every 
single one of us and underpins our en-
tire economy. This year, major acci-
dents in the energy producing sector 
have taken the lives of 29 men in West 
Virginia, 6 in Connecticut, 7 in Wash-
ington State, 3 in Texas, and 11 off the 
coast of Louisiana. 

If there were ever a time to work to-
gether to actually enact legislation, as 
opposed to playing political theater, 
this should be it. 

It can be done. There is progress 
being made. My staff has not walked 
away from the table and I resent any 
articles that say that. I am impressed 
and in agreement with the agreements 
that have been made so far. I keep con-
stant track of those. It should not take 
very long to finish the six or seven that 
are very close to being resolved and 
then it should not take very long for 
the Members to sit down and resolve 
the ones that are left after that. 

We can have a mine safety bill. We 
cannot have it this week. I am sure we 
cannot have it next week. The House 
has already done a mine safety bill so 
we have to conference that. It is going 
to take a little bit of time, although 
for the bill we are working on, I think, 
and in a bipartisan way, it could be 
done unanimously on this side. The 
Senate would then do it unanimously, 
and it is very likely for the House to 
follow very closely—follow suit and 
finish it up very well. I think that is 
what the American people expect. 

Articles about things falling apart 
are not nearly as useful as keeping peo-
ple together. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota. 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR. I ask unanimous 

consent to speak as in morning busi-
ness for up to 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FOOD SAFETY 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 
as I listened to my friend from Wyo-
ming, I was thinking, ‘‘Ditto for the 
food safety bill.’’ This is a bill for 
which there is vast bipartisan support. 
There always has been, from the mo-

ment it was introduced with four 
Democratic Senators, including my-
self, and four Republican Senators. Of 
course, the bill has been led by Senator 
DURBIN from the very beginning, and 
Senator HARKIN has played a key role. 
This has been a bipartisan bill. Given 
that we have only seen more foodborne 
illness outbreaks over the last few 
months, there is no reason we should 
not pass this bill. I rise today to urge 
my colleagues to support this bill. 

I have stood here many times in sup-
port of the food safety bill. Part of this 
is because we had a very tragic thing 
happen in our State. We had three peo-
ple die after the peanut butter that 
came out of Georgia, that peanut plant 
in Georgia. Three of the people who 
died were from Minnesota. One of them 
was named Shirley Almer. Her family 
expected her home for Christmas in 
2008. She was a strong-spirited 72-year- 
old grandmother from Perham, MN. 
She had survived 2 bouts of cancer but 
she was actually recovering and doing 
quite well in recovery with a brief stay 
in a nursing home. 

But she didn’t make it home for 
Christmas that year. She died on De-
cember 21, 2008. It wasn’t the cancer 
that killed her. She had battled that 
cancer. In fact, it was a little piece of 
peanut butter on her toast that 72- 
year-old grandmother ate. She didn’t 
know it, but the peanut butter was 
contaminated with deadly salmonella 
bacteria. Shirley Almer and two other 
Minnesotans are among the 9 deaths of-
ficially related to peanut products, 
which also sickened nearly 700 people 
nationwide, many of them children. 
Shirley’s son Jeff has stepped forward 
as a strong voice calling for reform of 
our food safety system. 

Whether it is jalapeno peppers or pea-
nut butter or, most recently, eggs, 
these outbreaks of foodborne illness 
and nationwide recalls of contaminated 
food highlight the need to better pro-
tect our Nation’s food supply. 

The good news is we know how to 
protect our Nation’s food supply and 
we have legislation sitting on the 
table, literally sitting on the table, 
that could go a long way toward doing 
that. Sadly, that legislation has been 
stalled in the Senate since last Novem-
ber and now, as far as I understand, our 
colleague from Oklahoma has some 
concerns and at this late hour it is still 
stalled. 

We know we can not afford any more 
delays. As one of the lead sponsors of 
the FDA Food Safety Modernization 
Act, I believe the Senate has every rea-
son to pass this legislation. It is com-
prehensive. It covers everything from 
ensuring a safe food supply at the front 
end to ensuring a rapid response if 
tainted food gets into the supply chain. 
As I mentioned, it is bipartisan. You 
know what else about this legislation, 
which doesn’t always happen with food 
safety consumer protection legisla-
tion? This has the support not only of 
consumer groups, not only of health 
groups, it has the support of many in 

the food industry including 
SUPERVALU, a very large food chain 
including Cub Foods, located in Min-
nesota. 

I did an event back in Minnesota 
with the CEO of SUPERVALU a few 
weeks ago on this issue. Why do our 
businesses care? Of course they care be-
cause they want to have safe food for 
the consumers. They also care because 
this is hurting their bottom line, when 
there are these scares that encompass 
food and people are scared. We were 
standing there and a woman went by 
and said, I don’t know if I want to buy 
eggs and the CEO said, you know what, 
not one egg was recalled from our huge 
food stores all over the country—Cub 
Foods, SUPERVALU—not one egg, but 
consumers don’t always know that. But 
when you have a bad actor, when you 
have one company, one factory as you 
had in Georgia, it can ruin it for every-
one—consumers, obviously tragic for 
them, tragic injuries, but it also hurts 
the bottom line for these businesses 
that have not done anything wrong. 

Hormel, the maker of Spam, was 
standing with us at SUPERVALU that 
day, talking about how important it 
was. General Mills, Schwans support 
this bill. We have widespread support 
in our food industry because they don’t 
want to see another person get sick 
from tainted food. 

Finally, we all know this legislation 
addresses a very serious issue. Accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control, 
foodborne disease causes about 76 mil-
lion illnesses, 325,000 hospitalizations, 
and 5,000 deaths in the United States 
each year. Yet, for every foodborne ill-
ness case that is reported, it is esti-
mated that as many as 40 more ill-
nesses are not reported or confirmed by 
a lab because people simply don’t know 
why they got sick. The annual costs of 
medical care, lost productivity, and 
premature deaths due to foodborne ill-
nesses is estimated to be $44 billion. 

There is a lot at stake here, a lot at 
stake for human life, and there is a lot 
at stake for the economy. As you 
know, 2 years ago, hundreds of people 
across the country suddenly got sick 
with salmonella. Once it hit Min-
nesota, and once people died in Min-
nesota, sadly, it took only a few days 
before the University of Minnesota and 
the Minnesota Health Department, our 
‘‘food detectives’’ as they are called, or 
‘‘team diarrhea’’—which my staff 
didn’t want me to say on the Senate 
floor but that is what we call them— 
worked together and they were able to 
solve this. How do they do it? Simple 
detective work. They simply called the 
families and homes of people who had 
gotten sick, people who had gotten 
very sick, they talked to their loved 
ones: Where did they eat? When did 
they eat? What did they eat? 

They literally solved it in a matter of 
days. One State solved the jalapeno 
pepper problem—Minnesota. One state 
solved the Georgia peanut problem. 
That was Minnesota. That is why there 
is something to be learned from the 
model we used in our State. 
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That is why I included it in the Food 

Safety Modernization Act and why it is 
supported by so many people and so 
many grocery stores across the coun-
try as well as consumer groups, the bill 
I introduced with Senator CHAMBLISS 
of Georgia, the Food Safety Rapid Re-
sponse Act. Building on successful ef-
forts at detecting and investigating 
foodborne illnesses, this will strength-
en the ability of the Federal and State 
and local officials to quickly inves-
tigate and respond to foodborne illness 
outbreaks. 

I am proud to have Senator 
CHAMBLISS, from the State of Georgia, 
that had to have this experience. When 
it was finally discovered where this 
came from, it was from one company, 
one bad actor in their State. He was 
willing to come with me on this bill be-
cause we said enough is enough. We 
have to put prevention in there, which 
is in this bill, to stop these things from 
ever happening. But if it does happen, 
you want to solve it as quickly as pos-
sible so you don’t get more people get-
ting sick and dying. 

What this part of the bill does, the 
part Senator CHAMBLISS and I intro-
duced, it directs the CDC to enhance 
the Nation’s foodborne surveillance 
systems by improving collection, anal-
ysis, reporting, and usefulness of data 
on foodborne illness. 

This includes better sharing of infor-
mation among Federal, State, and 
local agencies, as well as with the food 
industry and the public. It directs the 
Centers for Disease Control to work 
with State-level agencies to improve 
foodborne illness surveillance. 

Finally, the legislation establishes 
food safety centers of excellence. The 
goal is to set up these food safety cen-
ters at select public health depart-
ments and higher education institu-
tions around the country. It takes the 
Minnesota example across the country, 
first with five centers—not to directly 
tell each State exactly what to do but 
to be an example of best practices for a 
region of the country. 

Not many bills that come before Con-
gress enjoy such a wide range of sup-
port from some important stake-
holders. Not only do consumers recog-
nize the critical need for this major 
bill, but the legislation has received 
support from major brand-name food 
companies. They know what is at 
stake. Their reputation and their bot-
tom line depends on the trust of their 
customers, the trust that everything 
possible is being done to make sure 
their food is safe. 

As a former prosecutor like yourself, 
Mr. President, I have always believed 
the first responsibility of government 
is to protect its citizens. In this most 
basic duty, our government failed Shir-
ley Almer and many others who have 
been harmed by recent recalls. We owe 
it to them and all Americans to fix 
what is broken in our food safety sys-
tem. 

We can do a lot better with our food 
safety system. That is why we need to 
pass this legislation now. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

UDALL of New Mexico.) The Senator 
from Ohio is recognized. 

f 

OUTSOURCING 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio. I appreciate the 

comments of Senator KLOBUCHAR, who 
has been a leader on moving forward on 
this legislation on food safety. It is so 
important to our country. I am so 
sorry that pretty much one obstruc-
tionist, or a whole party of obstruc-
tionists, unfortunately, have blocked 
this bill, and one Senator in particular 
has kept us from moving on this bipar-
tisan bill. It is one of the sad chapters 
of this Senate that a small minority, 
again, can block us from doing the 
things we ought to do in our jobs, what 
we ought to be doing. 

I want to talk for a moment about 
some positive developments in my 
State. A couple of weeks ago I went to 
Lordstown, OH. It has a General Mo-
tors plant. I believe Governor Strick-
land was asked to drive the first red 
Cruze, Chevy Cruze, their highest mile-
age new car, off the line, followed by a 
white Cruze and a blue Cruze. You 
know the symbolism of that and the 
beauty of that and the inspiration of 
that in many ways was all about what 
has happened in the last 181⁄2 months to 
the auto industry. 

I am particularly proud. I do not 
come to the floor and endorse one par-
ticular company ever. I am not doing 
that. I am proud of this because of 
what it looked like a year and a half 
ago. 

Now, 18 months ago we remember 
what happened: Barack Obama took 
the oath of office. The banks had about 
imploded. We knew the financial sys-
tem was close to collapse. We knew the 
auto industry was facing bankruptcy. 

President Obama took office in the 
midst of losing 700,000 jobs a months. 
President Bush was leaving office, hav-
ing left us—the largest in history at 
that time—the largest budget deficit in 
the history of the United States of 
America. That is what we started with 
181⁄2 months ago. 

When you think about what it meant 
in the auto industry—I know my State 
is considered an auto State. New Mex-
ico may not be, but New Mexico has 
some number of component manufac-
turers and a lot of car dealerships. 

The car dealerships in Taos or Albu-
querque or Truth or Consequences or 
anywhere necessarily in the State are 
often so involved in the community: 
helping Little League, helping scholar-
ships, all of the kinds of things the 
good citizens, especially auto dealers, 
do. But I think about what this meant. 

So 18 months ago when this auto in-
dustry was about to crash, literally— 
pardon the pun—what it would have 
meant in my State, it would have 
meant tens of thousands of retirees 
would have possibly lost significant 
amounts of pension and health care 
they had as 25-, 30-, 40-year employees 
of General Motors or Chrysler. 

We know it would have meant a huge 
number of lost jobs, thousands of lost 
jobs, just in the auto companies, let 
alone all of the suppliers, what are 
called tier 1 suppliers, tier 2 suppliers, 
those small companies, small- and me-
dium-sized companies that are sup-
pliers. They are machine shops, tool- 
and-die makers, stamping plants, all 
kinds of companies that make compo-
nents that go into the auto industry, 
that go into the trucks and the cars. 
They would have gone out of business. 

We knew all of this was about to hap-
pen. Because of the Recovery Act, and 
because this government decided, 
President Obama and the Democrats in 
the House and Senate—in spite of the 
naysayers, in spite of the people out 
there who said: Let the market work; if 
the auto industry collapses, it is the 
market speaking. Just let the market 
work. Let the free market work. If we 
had listened to them, listened to the 
naysayers, listened to the people who 
are the doom-and-gloom crowd, my 
State would have gone into a depres-
sion. We would have lost thousands of 
auto jobs. Senior citizens relying on 
those pensions and health care would 
have been, in many cases, abandoned. 
The dealerships, the component manu-
facturers, and the auto company em-
ployees themselves would have been 
out of work. 

As I said, we did not listen to the 
conservative politicians and say: Let 
the market work. We did not listen to 
the naysayers. We did not listen to the 
doom-and-gloom crowd who said: It is 
not our problem. The Federal Govern-
ment has no business. 

Well, the fact is, the Federal Govern-
ment invested in the auto industry. In-
stead of losing 700,000 jobs a month, as 
we were when President Obama took 
office 18, 19 months ago, we are now 
gaining jobs. We have gained jobs in 
this country in the private sector for 7 
or 8 straight months. Not enough, not 
even close to what we want to do in 
New Mexico or Ohio or any other 
State, but clearly we have seen some 
good things happen. 

What has happened in the auto indus-
try is particularly interesting. At this 
GM plant in Lordstown, right where I 
was—and I have been there many 
times, where I was a couple of weeks 
ago with Governor Strickland—we 
have seen—there are 4,500 people work-
ing in that plant now. They just added 
1,100 jobs to do the third shift of the 
Chevrolet Cruze. But what is particu-
larly great about that, if you are the 
Senator from Ohio, is in Defiance, OH, 
western Ohio, near the Indiana border, 
is where they make the engines for the 
Chevy Cruze. 

If you travel northeast of there to a 
Toledo suburb called Northwood, that 
is where they make the bumpers for 
the Chevy Cruze. If you go into the city 
of Toledo, that is where they make the 
transmission for the Chevy Cruze. Then 
you go east to Parma, OH, that is 
where they stamped most of the com-
ponents for the Chevy Cruze. 
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